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Mussolini started his offensive. Nearly all the old Cabinet
had been defeated in the 1931 election, and the leadership
of the Party was in the hands of Mr. George Lansbury,
with Sir Stafford Cripps as a very independent lieutenant.
It so happened that both had individual ideas about the
Ethiopian crisis. Mr. Lansbury belonged to the small but
very vocal group of extreme pacifists. According to him
force could only be met by passive resistance, and his advice
to Haile Selassie was to submit—advice which seems
slightly comic in 1938, when some of the chiefs, who would
have seized power at the very hint of such a policy, are still
carrying on what the French like to describe asdissidence,
some eighteen months after the Emperor himself has left
the country. Sir Stafford Cripps took the line that we
should not interfere in struggles between * capitalist*
countries, a view which also had its humorous side to
anypne who saw Abyssinia while it was still independent,
and has any knowledge of conditions at the English Bar.
Neither of these sections represented more than a
tiny proportion of the Trade Union and Labour move-
ments, the bulk of which was definitely in favour of
supporting the principle of collective security, even at
the risk of war. But the standing of the two leaders
in the country, and in the Party, gave an impression of
hopeless division, and Conservative headquarters astutely
recognized that they could achieve a certain victory if a
General Election could be hurried on, and if Sir Samuel
Hoare and Mr. Eden could keep up the Schauspiel of
loyalty to the League until it was over. The Liberals,
with their thunder stolen, were not a serious menace. The
extreme right was hardly likely to become obstreperous
on the eve of an election. These calculations proved
completely accurate, and on November 16th Mr. Baldwin
was returned to office with an overwhelming majority.

